FAMILY FINANCES

Wife's Assets Brought into Marriage

Property that the wife brings into the marriage can remain hers if she chooses, or she can say her
husband may use the item but he will owe her for that amount. It is best to give it into the marriage
and she will be owed that same value regardless of passage of time. At the wedding, a gift to the
bride will be the bride's; a gift to the bridegroom will be the bridegroom's.

Wife's Earned Assets

A woman who works does not have to give her husband the money. If a woman wants to keep her
earnings for herself, she must tell her husband that he should not provide her with food. He is then
exempt from feeding her, but he must still provide her with shelter, clothing, medical expenses,
jewelry, and makeup (and certain other needs).
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