PASSOVER

INTRODUCTION TO PASSOVER

I ntroduction to Passover
I ntroduction to Passover: Passover Names
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e Zman Cheiruteinu--Time of our Freedom.

Introduction to Passover: Passover Observance

Passover observance includes removal of chametz, the Passover sacrifice and its reminders, and the Passover

includes foods such as breakfast cereal and are also forbidden on Passover.
Rules for Chametz

Passover and Nullification by 1/60th

During the year, 1/60th or less of an undesired substance is considered to be inconsequential and nullified by
the other substances. But on Passover, any amount of leaven mixed in food is forbidden.

e |tis1/60th or less of the total volume of food,

e Thefoodisliquid mixed in other liquid, or solid in other solid, AND



Fermented grains represent (among other things) arrogance and pride: the puffing up of fermented grainsis
symbolic of people puffing up themselves. In Judaism, one way to get rid of abad personal trait isto utterly
destroy it and so we symbolically remove and destroy any fermented grain foods from our houses and
ownership.

look like flour from those grains, such as beans, peanuts, rice, corn, mustard seeds, and other food plants that
are grown near the Five Grains.

both genders, to re-experience the transition from having been slaves to becoming free and from having
ascended from idol worshippers to being monotheistic.

PASSOVER: COOKING AND EATING UTENSILS

Passover: Special Pots

cup).

Passover: Kitniyot in Passover Utensil


http://www.star-k.org/<span class=

PASSOVER: FOODS AND SOAPS

PASSOVER: FOOD ITEMS

Cumin

Passover.

Matza (Oat)

eating on Passover.

Matza (Unopened)

Quinoa

Grains.

Seltzer
Plain seltzer (with no additives other than water and carbon dioxide) that has been produced before Passover

Y east



PASSOVER: SOAP/TOILETRIES

Dish Soap

Passover due to possible acohalic ingredients.

Chametz Soap

Passover. But sinceit is not fit for adog to eat, you do not need to sell it.

Toothbrush
Y ou do not need a new toothbrush for Passover aslong asit is clean.

Toothpaste for Passover

PASSOVER: HOW TO PREPARE

PASSOVER: GETTING RID OF CHAMETZ

PASSOVER: CLEANING

Passover: Preparing for the Search

suggestion, not a requirement!)

Passover: What Chametz To Remove

crumbs unless they may be inadvertently eaten during Passover--if they are on akitchen counter, atable, etc.

NOTE It isthe custom to remove all chametz from the house.

Passover: When You Do Not Need To Clean
Y ou do not need to clean your house if you will:

e Leave your house 30 days or more before Passover, and

o Will not return to your house until after Passover has ended, and

PASSOVER: SEARCHING FOR CHAMETZ (BEDIKAT CHAMETZ)

Passover Chametz Search: Who May Search

the search in all of the details.

Passover Chametz Search: When To Search



small children, you must search your entire house. However, you do not need to search in any place where no
food was brought, nor in any closets that will be locked during Passover and the leavened food in them sold.

Passover Chametz Search: Whether To Search

If you are staying in someone else's house for Passover and the owner is away for the holiday, you must do
bedikat chametz for the house--even if the owner has not been there for more than 30 days and even if you
will not be eating in that house. The same rule applies for any place that you have rented for any part of
Passover and that does not have aresident owner who has done the bedika there.

EXCEPTION If you are staying in a hotel or other accommodation that is thoroughly cleaned before
Passover, you do not need to do bedika chametz.

Passover Chametz Sear ch: Putting Out Chametz To Find

PASSOVER: NULLIFYING CHAMETZ

Passover: Nullifying Chametz: Which Language for Kol Chamira

The kol chamira formula, in Aramaic, is said to nullify any leaven that was missed during the search. If you
do not understand the Aramaic, you should also read the trandation in English (or whatever your own
languageis).

Passover: Nullifying Chametz: Who Says Kol Chamira
Everyone at bedikat chametz, including guests who will be there for the holiday, says the kol chamira

NOTE A similar nullification is said the next morning (morning of the day before Passover), when the
chametz from the search is burned.

PASSOVER: BURNING CHAMETZ

Passover: Burning Chametz: What To Do with Chametz



Passover: Burning Chametz: Wife Covered by Husband

Passover: Burning Chametz: Husband Covered by Wife
It is preferable for a husband to say kol chamira. However, heis covered by his wife's saying kol chamira, as
long as he has asked his wife to do so.

PASSOVER: SELLING CHAMETZ

Passover: Selling Chametz: Different Countriesfor You and Your Chametz

and may be effected through the mail.

Passover: Selling Chametz: Selling Animalsand their Food

PASSOVER: ACQUIRING CHAMETZ DURING PASSOVER

Passover: Getting Rid of Chametz: Acquiring Chametz during Passover

then you may eat it.
PASSOVER: KASHERING

Passover: Dishes and Pots
See Passover: Specia Pots.

the pouring container.

Passover: When To Finish Kashering


https://practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=1729
http://bit.ly/187SMMz

just before sunset of Passover eve).

Passover: Kashering Pots and Utensils To Change from Milk to Meat (or vice versa)

Passover: Kashering an Oven
To kasher an oven for Passover:

e Cleanit completely, including any hard deposits, and
¢ Heat the oven for 40 minutes at its highest temperature.

Passover: Kashering an Oven: Cleaning
To determine whether an oven is clean:
If there are black or brown spots, scratch them:
¢ If the substance crumbles, the spots are OK.

o If the spots do not crumble, consider the oven NOT clean.

NOTE If you use the oven's self-clean cycle, you do not need to remove the hard deposits from the oven
before kashering.
If the oven is not self-cleaning, you must remove (clean off or burn off) any deposits on the walls,
racks, and window. If the stains or deposits do not come off after two cycles of using a strong oven
cleaner such as Easy Off, the oven is considered sufficiently clean. Weaker oven cleanersthat do
not remove deposits may not berelied on.

Passover: Kashering an Oven: Temperature
The order of preference for the heat settingsis

¢ Self-cleaning (if possible) on the self-cleaning cycle.
¢ Next choiceisbroil or the highest heat setting.

PASSOVER EVE: WHAT TO STOP DOING WHEN

PASSOVER EVE: WHEN TO STOP EATING MATZA

When To Stop Eating Matza


https://practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=3354
http://www.star-k.org/<span class=

PASSOVER EVE: WHEN TO STOP EATING/OWNING
CHAMETZ/KITNIYOT

When To Stop Eating/Possessing Chametz
After the fourth halachic hour on the eve of Passover:

By the fifth halachic hour on the eve of Passover:
The chametz must be burned.

NOTE A halachic hour isalocal daytime hour calculated by dividing the total number of daylight hours by
12.

PASSOVER EVE: WHEN TO STOP EXPERT WORK

Expert Work after Noon before Seder Night
Y ou may not do any types of expert or professional work after halachic midday before the first Passover

NOTE You may tell or ask a non-Jew to do such work.

PASSOVER EVE: WHEN TO STOP SHAVING

When To Stop Shaving
Y ou should not shave or get a haircut on the afternoon before Passover unless a non-Jew shaves you or cuts
your hair.

PASSOVER NIGHT(S)

PASSOVER NIGHT(S): MA'ARIV
Timing of Ma'ariv on Seder Night(s)

hours before sunset.

Hallel after Ma'ariv

second night (outside of Eretz Yisrael).

HaM apil on Passover

REASON - Thefirst night (two nights outside of Eretz Yisragl) is considered to have specia Divine
protection, so we omit the extra paragraphs in the final parts of the prayer.



PASSOVER NIGHT(S): EATING MATZA

When Eating Matza | s Obligatory

festival days.

PASSOVER: SEDER

SEDER: PRINCIPLES

Seder: Purpose
It is praiseworthy to tell the story of Passover even if you know all the details and interpretations (as did the

should remember everything God did for us when taking us out of Egypt.
The Three Discussion Points

language he or she can understand.
Children at the Seder

Acknowledging God's Miracles

We acknowledge God's miracles in sending the plagues against the Egyptians and their gods and in taking the
Children of Israel out of dlavery and Egypt.

Telling Our History

achieving freedom.

SEDER: PRACTICES

SEDER: PRACTICES: HALACHOT

Leaningtothe L eft

Ideally, lean onto something to your left, such as a chair or couch. A pillow is nice but optional.

NOTE Women and girls are not required to lean at any time during the meal.

SEDER: PRACTICES: CUSTOMS

Seder Customs



Here are some seder customs:

2. Have someone el se pour your wine for you.

SEDER PLATE

Five Foods of the Seder Plate

Shank Bone
Shank bone, meat, or aneck represents the Passover lamb offering.

roasted lamb, but you may not ezt it.

Egg
Eqgg represents the holiday offering (chagiga).

Bitter Herbs

storage cities.

Vegetable

motivate the children to ask questions.

SEDER: THREE MATZAS

Introduction to Three Matzas (M atzot)

SEDER: STEPS

The 15 Stepsin the Seder
Kadeish


https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5751
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5758
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5759
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5760
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5761
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5762
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5763
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5763
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5768
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5769

Shulchan Oreich

KADEISH: FOUR CUPS OF WINE

KADEISH: MAKING KIDDUSH

Passover Kiddush

white wineis better or if you prefer white wine, use that.

Drinking More
You may drink more wine between the first and second cups, between the second and third cups,
but not between the third and fourth cups.

KADEISH: FOUR CUPS, FOUR ROLES

Four Cups, Four Roles
Each of the four cups has a different role:

KADEISH: FOUR CUPS, FOUR EXPRESSIONS

Four Cups, Four Expressions
The four cups of wine relate to the four expressions God used when telling what he would do to bring the
Israelites out of Egypt:

e V'hotzeiti | will send them out.

e VV'hitzalti | will save them.


https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5770
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5771
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5772
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5773
https://practicalhalacha.com/c/5774

e VV'ga'alti | will redeem them.
o V'lakachti | will take them.

KADEISH: FIFTH CUP

Fifth Cup

KADEISH: HOW MUCH TO FILL AND DRINK

Four Cups: Minimum Quantity To Fulfill Mitzva
Minimum wine to fulfill the seder mitzva:

e Each cup must hold at least 4 fl. oz. (119 ml);

¢ For each blessing on the wine, you must drink at least 2 fl. 0z. (59 ml) within 30 seconds of when
you begin to drink each cup.

Majority of the Cup/Rov Kos

recommended.

KADEISH: LEANING TO LEFT

Leaning To Left while Drinking Four Cups

U'RCHATZ: WASH HANDS (NO BLESSING)

U'rchatz (No blessing)
Wash hands from a cup of water but do not say a blessing on washing.

REASON  \We are about to eat food that is wet and Jews may not eat wet food if their hands have spiritual

KARPAS: EAT THE VEGETABLE

KarpasBlessing

fl. oz. (17 ml, or /12 cup).



YACHATZ: BREAK THE MATZA

Breaking theMiddle Matza
Break the middle of the three matzas and hide the larger part.

represents the idea that poor people can't afford awhole loaf of bread or might save some food for the next
day.

MAGID: TELL THE STORY

Four Questions
The Four Questions are actually only one question and that questionis:

Why is this night different from all other nights?

Seder in Bnei Brak
Theteachersin Bnai Brak were so engrossed in telling the Passover story that they did not notice that it was
after sunrise.

REASON - They may have been in awindowless room since they were risking their lives by celebrating
Passover, against Roman law.

Like70 YearsOld

p'tach [0" (in the femining).

REASON  The mother is supposed to be a child's primary teacher while the child is young.

Thereisadifferencein attitude between the wise son and the evil son: The wise son says "Eloheinu”" (OUR
God); heis asking a question and seeking and answer. The evil son makes a statement (sort of arhetorical
guestion), instead of asking a question for which he seeks an answer.

Y et, regardless of the sons' level of observance, it isa commandment to teach them about going out of Egypt.

Calculating the End (of Slavery)

e 60 + 130= 190 year s before going down to Egypt

Timein Egypt
210 yearsin Egypt



Timefrom Birth of Avraham's Son to Exodus
190 Before going down to Egypt
+ 210 In Egypt

Let UsDeal Cleverly (Hava Nitchakma)
Hava nitchakma (let us deal cleverly) was an attempt at a clever way to keep the Israglites as slaves.

REASON  The Egyptians were afraid the | sraglites might join the Egyptians enemiesin awar.

Ten Plagues
Each of the plagues was against one of the Egyptian gods, to show that they were actually powerless.

Spilling Drops of Wine
We spill 10 drops of wine when reading the list of plagues.

REASON  \Wine symbolizes happiness and so we drink less wine to show that we are sad that the Egyptians
suffered.

D'Tzach-Adash-B'Achav
In "the plague of the first-borns" (makat bechorot), did the first-borns suffer by dying or did their families
suffer more?

with a“mem” for makat bechorot, it would have been the first-borns who suffered.

Dayenu

The answer is that we need to be grateful to God for each miracle that we received, and that at each stage, we
owe praise and thanks to God.

Moses/Moshe wrote it |ater).

Pesach, Matza, and Maror

Egypt. If so, why didn't our Sages suggest how to visualize or recreate the experience?



It isnot possible to actually see ourselves as having left slavery. Rather, we should feel our obligation to do

RACHTZA: WASH HANDS (WITH A BLESSING)

How To Wash Your Handsfor Rachtza
To wash hands for rachtza:

e Fill the washing cup with at least 3.3 fl. 0z. (99 ml) of water.

¢ Pour enough water (may be aslittle as 1.3 fl. 0z.--39 ml, or 1/6 cup) from the washing cup to
completely cover your entire first hand (either hand may befirst, but it is the custom to wash your
right hand first).

¢ Pour enough water to completely cover the second hand.

Y ou do not need to pour more than once per hand and you do not need to break up the revi'it into more than
one pour for each hand.

Handwashing Blessing
Say the blessing on washing hands, ending in al netilat yadayim.

MOTZI MATZA: BLESS ON/EAT MATZA

MATZA: WHY

Matza: Meaning

¢ Food of poor people, and

¢ The unleavened bread that the | sraglites ate when leaving Egypt.

NOTE A pun reflects this dual meaning of poor bread plus the story of leaving Egypt, since “lechem oni”
may mean “bread of poor people”’ or “bread of (many) answers.”

MATZA: WHAT KIND

When Shmura Matza | s Necessary

using shmura matza for the other days of Passover.

Hand Shmura Matza or Machine Shmura M atza

not touched by human hands.



MATZA: HOW MUCH

How Much Matza To Eat
Motz, Matza

when you begin eating.

Afikoman

sufficient.

NOTE Thisamount is about 1/2 of a machine shmura matza, or 1/3 of a hand shmura matza.

MOTZI/MATZA: BLESSINGS

Why Two Blessings over Matza

drops the bottom one, and says the next blessing, al achilat matza. Everyone takes a small piece from the
two top matzas and eats it, along with enough additional shmura matza to fulfill the minimum regquirement.

MAROR: EAT BITTER VEGETABLE

Maror: What To Eat

romaine).

Maror: How Much To Eat

stems (depending on their size), or enough leavesif crushed to make up 0.65 fl. oz.
NOTE Itiseven better to eat at least 1.3 fl. oz. (39 ml, or 1/6 cup).

Maror: How To Eat It

KOREICH: EAT THE SANDWICH



Koreich: How Much Matza To Eat

Koreich: How Much Maror To Eat
For koreich, use the same amount of maror as for the maror commandment. See Maror: How Much To Eat.

How To Eat Koreich
To eat the koreich:

SHULCHAN OREICH: EAT THE FESTIVAL MEAL

Lamb and Other Meat at Seder

REASON So it will not be confused with the Passover offering.
NOTE You may eat lamb aslong asit is not roasted.

What Constitutes Non-Roasted M eat at Seder ?
Meat is not considered to be roasted if, when the baking began, there was at least 1/4" of liquid in the
cooking utensil with the meat.

TZAFUN: HIDDEN (AFIKOMAN)

When To Finish Afikoman

if you have not finished (or even started!) your meal by then.

Eating or Drinking after Afikoman

more cups of wine and you may drink water anytime through the night.

BAREICH: SAY BIRKAT HAMAZON

Forgetting Afikoman

¢ Say hirkat ha'mazon again, and then

e Drink the third cup of wine.

OPENING THE DOOR/ SH’FOCH CHAMATCHA

Sh'foch Chamatcha
Open the door at this point.


https://practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=1816

REASON To show our trust in God to protect us, since the first night of Passover is called a night of
watching (leil shimurim), when God provides special protection for the Jewish people.

NOTE Y ou should open the door unless you are in an unsafe neighborhood. If the neighborhood is
dangerous, it may be forbidden by Jewish law to live there at any time.

HALLEL: SAYING HALLEL PSALMS

Hallel Divided at Seder

Jewish nation.

Hallel at Night at Passover Seder

NIRTZA: ACCEPTED

Acceptance of Seder and Commandments
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