PREPARATION OF BODY

CHEVRA KADISHA

Chevra Kadishafor Malesand Females
Thereisa*“holy society” (chevra kadisha) for males and a separate one for females.

CLEANING BEFORE TAHARA

Blood
Any blood should be wiped up and the cloth should be buried with the body.

Wet Cloth and Soap
The body is cleaned with awet cloth and soap (if necessary).

TAHARA

No Tahara

water.

Three Buckets of Water

The body is stood up and water is poured from the head over the body. The subsequent buckets are poured
before the previous ones are empty, so that the water from the subsequent bucket overlaps the water from the
previous one.

Psukim

DRESSING

Shrouds, Hat, Robe
The body—whether male or female--is wrapped in shrouds: shirt, pants, socks (or long pants with the feet

coversthe face.

Talit

POSITIONING

Armson Sides, Hands Open



The body is placed lying on its back, with arms on the sides and hands open.

Note on Christian Hospitals

In many Christian hospitals, as soon as a person dies, the arms are put in the shape of a cross. After rigor
mortis, it isvery difficult to move the arms, so if the arms were crossed, they should be uncrossed as soon as
possible.

Feet First

IN THE PRESENCE OF THE BODY

Lighted Candle Near Head of Dead Person
It is customary to place alighted candle near the head of a dead person.

Put Dead Body on Floor
It is customary to put adead body on the floor, if possible.

Shomer To Honor Dead Per son
A “watcher” (shomer) should stay with a dead body at all times until the burial, if possible, to honor the dead
person. The watcher should be close enough to be able to see the body. A non-Jew may be a watcher, but

NOTE If the body is being shipped somewhere, it is preferable that a shomer stay with the body, but it is not
required.

Shomer for Several Days

even if there will be adelay of several days.

Woman Shomer et
A woman may be awatcher (shomeret) for adead person.

NOTE Either gender may watch the other, but the custom is to have the same gender where possible.

Eating in Room with Body
Don't eat in aroom in which there is a dead body.

FROM FUNERAL HOME TO CEMETERY

Offspring at Funeral

Adult (at least bar mitzva or bat mitzva) offspring should attend their parent's funeral, unless there
is a financial, health, or other significant reason not to attend. There is no requirement for minor

minnr no to any funeral, including for the child's parent.

NOTE |f both parents are still alive, it is not customary to go to the cemetery for any funeral except

Accompanying the Body: Jerusalem
In Jerusalem, charedim do not allow sons of a dead father to attend their father's funeral (from the funera
home to the cemetery).

© Copyright 2026 Richard B. Aiken | www.practicalhalacha.com


http://practicalhalacha.com

