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YEAR OF MOURNING: PUBLIC FESTIVITIES

Public Festivities for Mourner for Parent
A mourner may not generally enter a hall of joyous celebration and may not eat at any public meal. During

the year of mourning for parents, you may not join any public festivities (even if it is not a simcha) that have

a meal, including any meals celebrating a mitzva (se'udat mitzva) such as for a brit mila, wedding, or

redemption of a son (pidyon ha'ben). After 30 days, you may attend a bar mitzva or a siyum meal, since a bar

mitzva is similar to a siyum since the child's parent's commandment to educate his/her child in Jewish

education has been completed.

EXCEPTION A mourner whose child is getting married, does attend the wedding and does eat at the meal

with everyone else, even if mourning for a parent. He or she does not need to leave the room when music is

being played. To attend the wedding of anyone other than one's child, regardless of who died, a mourner

must eat alone and outside the main dining area.

An intervening Jewish festival partially truncates the 30 days of mourning and so you may attend a

bar mitzva or siyum even before the end of 30 days.

If you work at weddings (caterer, musician, etc.), you may attend weddings even before 30 days are

up, but you may not join the meal.

NOTE

NOTE

Public Festivities for Mourner for Non-Parent
A mourner for the five categories of people other than parents (spouse; son; daughter; brother; sister) may

join any celebrations, including the meals, after 30 days (and if any Jewish festivals intervene, that 30-day

period is truncated).
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