
SHABBAT: OPENING/SEALING/TEARING

SHABBAT: BOTTLES

Opening Plastic Bottles on Shabbat
You may completely open plastic bottle caps on plastic bottles on Shabbat (even if doing so will leave a

plastic ring on the bottle), as long as it is theoretically possible to dispense the liquid without completely

separating the cap from the bottle.

REASON Since liquid can be poured with the cap still attached, the sealed bottle does not become a “new

utensil”—a Shabbat violation.

However, if you will destroy letters that are printed on the cap, you may not open the bottle.

Opening Metal Bottle Caps on Shabbat
You may not open metal bottle caps on Shabbat if doing so will leave behind a metal ring. You may break

the ring or open the bottle (and close it again, if desired) before Shabbat.

If you need the contents for Shabbat (such as if it is a bottle of wine), you may ask a non-Jew to open

it for you.  But if the wine is not cooked/mevushal, the wine will become non-kosher once opened

and handled by a non-Jew.

NOTE

SHABBAT: TWIST-TIES

Shabbat: Non-Permanent Twist-Ties 
You may twist or untwist twist ties on Shabbat, but only if you intend them to be a non-permanent seal. If

you will (at any time in the future—even long after Shabbat is over) remove the twist-tie, it is considered

non-permanent.

 

SHABBAT: TEARING

Shabbat: Tearing Paper and Plastic Wrap

You may tear paper, plastic, foil, or other wrappers around food in order to eat that
food on Shabbat.

You may tear plastic and foil (but not paper) around napkins, plasticware, etc., that you
need on Shabbat.

But you may not:

Do so if you will inevitably tear through any words or pictures on the package.

Use scissors.
 

Except for wrappers for food or eating utensils, do not tear paper, foil, toilet paper,
parchment paper, plastic wrap, paper towels, etc., on Shabbat.

NOTE  If there is a perforation, that makes the tearing worse.

NOTE  If you do not have any torn toilet paper, tear it is an unusual way:

EXAMPLES
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Tear using the back of your hand.

Spread the toilet paper across your knees and then spread your knees apart.
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